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TRANSCRIPTION FOLLOW 


Page 1 

Qu ot e s from - Par i s on U.S. support 

Mistake - to help others 

we are a 

do it ours e lv e s yourself people 

impatient 

It’s time to 


Intro : (I have faith in people) 

Judge - 
the facts - 
reflect on stakes - 
who is prolonging war - 
what are our choices - 

Conclusion : 

What can I do for peace? 

(1) Support a policy plan to bring peace - 

(2) Support our negotiations - 

(3) Dissent - in name of peace 

(4) Oppose - Defeat 

Diplomatic - need for a secret talk 

Need for Soviet 

Talked to other governments - every channel - possible 
(1) govts with relations with N V. Nam - 

Prisoners - heartless 
1 1 & 12 of Oct 23 draft - on [illegible] 
how they act 
long night of terror - 

(13) Time for de-escalation on battlefield to be 
translated to Conference table 


more 

- Peace a prelude to a n o th er war 

[illegible] those who resort to 

(Two kinds of Peace Peace [illegible] reduces [illegible] for war 

You have read of 38 public sessions 
I know disclose - other private talks - 
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Exact figure of refugees - in South from N. V. Nam 

(Johnson’s war - ? 

(Nixon’s war - 

The question is let it be American Peace 
Just settlement 

U.N. speech - among public statements 

(N. V. Nam can’t defeat or humiliate US - 
(1) Only Americans can do that. 
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II Oct 26 


(1) I speak tonight on a subject of concern to every American - V. Nam: 

1 . The issue is not who is for war - who is for peace - 
(1) We all want peace - 

2. The issue is not ending the war - 
(1 ) We all want to end the war - 

3. The question is how do we end the war - 

not for now but for future 
in a way we can win the peace - not just 
in Viet Nam - but in the Pacific - & in the world. 

'10,000 Am eri cans - hav e lost th e ir liv e s : one year ago a bombing halt 

1 . Am e rican p e opl e- ar e e ntitl e d to know 
Tonight - I want to answer questions - 

1 . Why we are there - 

2. What the stakes are - 

Report 

3. What this Admin found when we came in - 

How we have changed that policy from a war policy to a peace policy 

4. What the prospects for peace 

5. What you can do to [illegible] 

Let me get one question out of the wav: 

1 . This war began under the Previous Admin 

2. I was a critic of way it was conducted - 

3. I could end it - by withdrawing America blame 

defeat on Johnson 

(1) Some say this was Johnson’s war - end it - don’t 
let it become Nixon’s war 

4. ft the question is not Johnson’s war - or Nixon’s war - 

but America’s [illegible! 

W e ar e in Viet Nam 

America did not start the war in V. Nam 
with support of Soviet Union 

1 . N.V. Nam tried to take over S. V.Nam 

by supporting revolution in the South 

2. South V. Nam asked for American help to prevent a Communist take over - & 
to allow the people of S. V. Nam to determine their own fate 

we seek no [illegible] no [illegible] of N.V.N. - the rights of 

S.Vietnam 

We can disagree with that decision 

We can disagree with conduct of war - I was a critic 

But the question now before us is this: 

choices 

What do we do to end the war - 
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l-found- 

- 550,000 we found 


(2) 

What we found 

550,000 

two 

40,000 dead - Height ‘68 
no plan for peace 

Bombing halt in North - attacks in South 

There are three choices 

[illegible] 


1 . Withdraw from - or accept Commun i s t 
N.V. Nam’s ultimatum for ending war 


Or Communist govt govt 

(1) Insert (A) 

(2) Result - : or seek a just peace 

1 . The loss of S.V. Nam - Terror 

2. The effect on Pacific - ask the [illegible] 

3. The effect on those who started & suggested war 

4. The effect on [illegible] in America 

(3) Humiliation - Defeat for U.S. - effect 

1 . The future of freedom in this world rests with US 

2. Increase risk of war for future 

I rejected this choice : I made a pledge to end the war & win the peace 
1 . We must end the war - & win the peace: 

I had a plan to carry out that pledge 
(a) This is a war on many fronts 

Plan I intend to implement that plan 

If we are (b) We waged peace on many fronts 
to end the war We needed a plan for peace - we put in effect 

Diplomatically : we made a peace offer - & pursued channels 
Militarily - : we reduced our [illegible] - to induce them - 

Negotiation: 

Vietnamization: 

2. Negotiation - we probably met 38 times - 
in Speech of May 14, U.N., & [illegible] in statements 
s e t forth offered peace with positives for both sides 

1 . free elections 

2. Mutual Withdrawal 

3. Cease fire - International supervision 

4. genuine peace afterward 

- Not take it or leave it 
Discuss their proposal 

- No response - demand for Unconditional Surrender 

1 . No response on prisoners 
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(3) American people are entitled to know how far - 

1. Face saving - private channels 

2. There are many steps we have taken: 

1. Before inauguration I 

& K - have met with 

2. Secty State met on several occasions - with Soviet Amb 
3. 1 have met with Soviet - All issues 

4. I sent emissary - [illegible] 

5. Through a friend - who was to see Ho Chi Minh 

I sent a letter - personally delivered - a mutual friend 


One Year 

Diplomacy has produced nothing Ins e rt Sovi e t 

This would indeed be a b le ak discouraging picture 

1 . Recognizing that diplomacy might not succeed 

we had to have at same time another plan to end U.S. participation ) 

2. American policy has had a failing: 


(1) prepare 

them so that (1) We are do it yourself - impatient 

we can leave (2) In Korea - Viet Nam - we furnished men & arms 

(3) In Guam - I r e p e at e d a new approach based on views long held 

(2) prepare them 1 . We will honor our treaty 

2. We will provide shield of protection 
for our Allies when [illegible] 

3. But our objective where [illegible] is to help others fight war - 
not fight war for them 

This is best - for lasting peace - not dependency 
Asians - Philippines, Thailand, welcomed 

(4) This is a policy we have put into [illegible] in V. Nam - 

(5) Secty Laird set in motion a training program 


so that they 
can defend 
selves in 
future 


If they can’t 
save selves 
we can’t save 
them 


It [illegible] 

(1 ) as they become more capable 
we changed our military order 

to reduce escalation - increase 

Results 9 months : 

Infiltration down 2/3 

Most important — Casualties lowest in 3 years (last 

V. Nam take over bases etc. 

V. Nam stronger - 
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We have a schedule 

(4) next Announcement December 1 5 

[illegible] : 

The 3 criteria: Diplomatic progress - none 

V Nam - progress better 

Battle [illegible] than expected 

Because of the - the next withdrawal 

replacement 

1 . We have a plan for withdraw al of all American 
ground forces (apart from any [illegible] progress) 

S. V. Nam approve of plan [illegible] - until they are [illegible] 

2. We do not announce the date timetable 

1. Because progress can change (e.g. Dec will be larger if present Trends) 

2. Because Negotiations would be meaningless 

if we were to announce our withdrawal - 

we give up negotiate 

There 3. The casualties are lowest in 3 years - 

are 1 . If they increase will be because of what enemy does - 

risks e.g. 2. If they take advantage & endanger our forces - by mounting attacks 1 

sbaH We shall respond - with our response will not - be be more effective 
a risk than in past 

1) this is not a threat - it is statement of fact - as President I shall have 
as first duty protection of American forces - & I shall not hesitate to 
meet that duty fully - 

Now here is where we are : 

1 . After 5 years - of Americans going in - out - 

“ “ of Casualties -down 

“ “ of V. Nam weak - stronger 

2. “ “ of a war plan - we have a peace plan 

It is working - it will succeed 


h pr e s e nt th e facts for - you - to - consid e r 


Page? 

(5) 


Sign letters to mothers - the lowest now 
of men who died (I want killing to stop 

N.V. Nam - too) 


I present the facts in detail : Because 

1. This war would end sooner - if n e got i at e d 

enemy negotiated - 

1) Why not? one reason is hope to win in U.S. 

1 . They can’t break American fighting men 
can’t break S.V. Nam - 

What can I do Think they can break American people - 

for peace speak up 
be [illegible! 

“Lose in Vietnam” 

2. I do not question right to dissent 

I do not question loyalty of those who believe we should accept 

enemy’s terms [illegible! defeat 

I state the fact that those who listen - who do not want us to lose the war - 
The choice is lose who want peace 

or this plan we seek peace First war in which domestic 

we are executing a plan - opposition to war is a factor in 
I ask for support of great silent majority prolonging it 

to stop to support - It is time to speak up for America 
Let your voice be heard for an end to war & for a just peace 
in support why I can’t be affected by demonstrations 

(1) For those who are for peace I [illegible] 

(2) For those who say lose I cannot 
I feel for those who want peace 

I respect those who differ 

I shall not allow policy to be made in streets - it will be made by those 
elected by the people - & if they are wrong people will vote them out 
I accept that challenge 

I do not offer an easy way - 

End the war - lose peace 

helter [illegible ] that would destroy th e for the next 

skelter 

I do offer the right way - Americans - 
It will end the war - bring the peace 
America will meet 
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( 6 ) 

A President must listen to people - 

1 . He must [illegible] - on basis of all the facts 

2. Policy can’t be made in streets 
1) Day it is America is finished 

In this room : 

1. T.R. [illegible] President - he brought Peace between Russia & Japan 

2. W. Wilson - Kept us out of war - had to lead us into war - 

3. F.D.R. - in 40 - against war - had to lead us to war 

4. Harry Truman - split his party try to stop Communism through 

Greek Turkish aid 

5. The [illegible ] war i n Kor e a - Lebanon 

j. F . K - l at e r - M iss ile- Gris r s J.F. K 

Cuban 

N ow -I hav e d e cision war ! 

F mak e a d e c 

Those wars not easy - It is easier to 
turn away - They did not turn away - 

I do not turn away 
America will stand up 

Something else is on the line: 

Confidence of Allies - N.V. Nam 
Confidence of American in itself - 
(1) A great people has a responsibility - 
- turn away - we would be 
ashamed - fail to play role 
We must play if peace or 
freedom are to survive in world 



